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Air Mail Letter Cards (later known as Air Letters or Aerogrammes) 
were first issued to personnel serving in the West African 
Command on 1st October 1941 and for Christmas 1941 every one 
of them was issued with one free AMLC.

8th December 1941. FPO 106, Takoradi to the UK. Endorsed ‘Free 
Xmas Mail’. Passed by Base Censor in manuscript. )
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A new discovery! Until recently it was 
assumed that the first free Christmas Air 
Mail for those serving in West Africa was 
provided in 1941.  I recently acquired the 
illustrated cover together with its original 
letter (next slide). I am not able to find any 
information on the provision of this 
service.

6th December 1940. From a member of 
the RAF in the Gold Coast. Endorsed ‘On 
Active Service Xmas Air Mail’. Passed by 
Gold Coast (12) and UK (P93) Censors .
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6th December 1940. Letter from a member of the RAF in the 
Gold Coast to the UK. The letter says inter alia

‘ I am writing this as we have been told that it will reach England 
before Christmas’.
And
‘As I am only allowed one page I must close now’

The letter may have been flown by BOAC as Flight WAN 6 flown 
by Clare left Lagos/Freetown on 18th December 1940 arriving at 
Poole on 21st December 1940. It is also possible that it was 
flown by the RAF
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13th November 1943. FPO 46, Lagos to the UK. 
Endorsed ‘Free Issue’ Passed by Army 
censor(2988). Transit time 42 days so likely sent 
by sea. The letter arrived on Christmas Day.
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20th November 1943. Bathurst to the UK. 
Free Christmas Issue marked FP 
(presumably Free Post). The Airletter is a 
West African printing (Daynes & Lutwyche 
Type WA08.02). It seems that the letter was 
sent by sea as it has been stamped 
‘Maritime Mail’. Passed by RAF Censor 
(256)



WEST AFRICA – SECOND WORLD WAR MILITARY, FREE CHRISTMAS AIR LETTERS.

10th  December 1943. FPO 109, Bathurst to the UK. 
Stamped ‘Xmas Mail’ but 3d Postage paid. Passed 
by RAF Censor (256).
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Christmas 1944. From an Aircraftman in Air Sea 
Rescue to the UK via Bathurst. The Airletter was 
produced in West Africa (Daynes & Lutwyche 
Type WA8.01) . Curious star mark. Passed by 
RAF Censor (342).
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For Christmas 1944 a Forces Free Air Letter was 
produced in West Africa.

2nd December 1944. From FPO 109,Bathurst to the 
UK. Passed by RAF Censor (342).



WEST AFRICA – SECOND WORLD WAR MILITARY, FREE CHRISTMAS AIR LETTERS.

At least two printings were made of the 1944 
Christmas letter.

13th February 1945. Ibadan to the UK via FPO 46, 
Lagos. The Airletter is one of the 2nd printing of the 
Christmas letter (words Cut Here removed from the 
top right hand corner) and has been used as an 
ordinary Airletter. Passed by Army Censor(7146) 
opened by UK civilian Censor (3474).
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9th December 1945. FPO 873 Calcutta to Late, 
Gold Coast and forwarded to Aburi. Written by 
a soldier in the West Africa Force. Transit time 
22 days.
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9th December 1945. Inside of the 
Airletter on the previous slide.
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